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never met with this objection in any of the larger Swiss towns, 
nor in the Canton Glarus, where I took a good many photographs. 

BARBARA CRA'STER. 

BUILDING CUSTOMS. 

(Vol. xii. p. 104.) 

I N Davos Platz, Switzerland, and its neighbourhood, when the 
roof of any house is completed, a small fir-tree is tied to the 
top of a scaffolding pole and " an entertainment," as my informant 
expressed it, " with wine," is given to all employes, and a present, 
consisting of a large silk handkerchief, is given to the head 
man, a smaller one to the second man, and cotton ones, 
varying in size and quality, given to everyone else, even to 
the smallest boy. I enclose a photograph of a half-built house 
thus decorated (Plate I I . ) . 

HERBERT R . H . SOUTHAM, F . S . A . 

The custom of decorating the roof of a newly-built house 
with a small fir-tree was in full swing at Dresden when I was 
there in 1890, but there the ceremony always took place as 
soon as the ridge-pole was up, before the roof was covered in. 
The workmen also had a feast of some sort, but I do not 
know about presents. 

BARBARA CRA'STER. 

SOME FORMER CUSTOMS OF THE ROYAL PARISH OF CRATHIE, 
SCOTLAND. 

I AM acquainted with some of the older inhabitants of Crathie, 
and have from time to time gleaned from them little portions 
of unwritten records of a past age. Many changes have come 
about within the recollection of my friends, perhaps accelerated 
by the residence of royalty in the parish, a factor which has 
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formed a new centre of crystallization to the people of Upper 
Deeside. 

Fifty years ago the Braemar Highlanders made the circuit of 
their fields with lighted torches at Hallowe'en to ensure their 
fertility in the coming year. At that date the custom was as 
follows: Every member of the family (in those days households 
were larger than they are now) was provided with a bundle of 
fir "can'les" with which to go the round. The father and 
mother stood at the hearth and lit the splints in the peat fire, 
which they passed to the children and servants, who trooped 
out one after the other, and proceeded to tread the bounds of 
their little property, going slowly round at equal distances apart, 
and invariably with the sun. To go " withershins" seems to 
have been reserved for cursing and excommunication. When 
the fields had thus been circumambulated the remaining spills 
were thrown together in a heap and allowed to bum out. The 
chant used as they marched I have been unable to recover. 
In this way the " faulds" were purged of evil spirits. 

A curious "freit," which was duly performed by the mother 
of one of my informants at the birth of every animal, was to 
place a burning peat between the door of the stable or cow
house and the young animal and mother, and to leave it there 
to smoulder. 

The funeral customs of the people have completely changed 
within the period under consideration. There are no more 
burials of unbaptised children after sundown. Infants whether 
christened or not are now accorded an honourable interment 
The English method of reading a service at the grave (in 
addition to the Scotch practice of performing that rite in the 
house of the departed) is rapidly coming into use. The long 
procession over the hills, in which the corpse was borne on 
"spokes" (a bier) by relays of men, has given place to the 
modern hearse, with its following of solemn friends in mourning. 
The unseemly habit of partaking to excess in strong drink has 
likewise departed, leaving none to mourn its loss. When our 
grandfathers were young it was nothing to see quite a number 
of intoxicated men assisting at a funeral, and many tales are 
current about unseemly behaviour, quarrels, and pathetic mistakes 
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occasioned by too free indulgence in ardent spirits. It is 
particularly insisted on as having happened in more than one 
parish that the cortege set out to the churchyard without the 
deceased in their custody. 

One of my friends lately spoke of attending a burial in a 
cold spring-time—"just such another as this"—when they were 
met by pelts of hail every now and again in the long journey 
from Crathie through the mountains to Tomintoul. He met 
the company at a cross-road, and, standing aside to let them 
pass, he saw the nearest relative of the dead person going in 
front leading the burial party by means of a rope attached to 
the coffin. Walking alongside the coffin was the master of the 
ceremony, who, with a great silver watch in his hand, called 
out every five minutes or so for "other four" to assume the 
spokes. Then four new bearers came forward, but the leading 
man's position could be taken only by the nearest relatives " of 
the corpse." 

A. M A C D O N A L D , M . A . 

Durris Public School, 
by Aberdeen. 

S O M E W E S T A F R I C A N C U S T O M S . 

(From The Creole Boy, a monthly magazine published at 68 
Westmoreland Street, Freetown, Sierra Leone. The rationalizing 
explanations of the "civilized" African writer seem sufficiently 
curious to be retained.—ED.) 

A Useful Precaution with Baby. 
A child should never be taken outside its cradle until, in 

the case of a boy nine, and in that of a girl seven, days after 
birth, when they are to be ceremoniously taken out with great 
rejoicings and feastings. 

The explanation of this custom will show that its observance 
is most essential, as the children are blind—that is to say, 
they cannot exercise their visionary powers for some time after 


